Hindustan Motorsreceives ARAI
certification for its new engine

Company can now sell its BS IV—compllant Ambassador cars in 13 cities

BS REPORTER
Kolkata, 24 July

Hindustan Motors, which was
barred from selling
Ambassador cars in all the
major Indian cities on technol-
ogy-constraint, today received
its much-awaited Automotive
Research Association of India
(ARAI) certification for its new-

Iy launched BS IV compliant
engine.

This will allow the company
to sell the its BS IV compliant
Ambassador cars, in all the 13
cities, where it could not sell

its product for the last three
years, The BS-IV-compliant
diesel engine was made
mandatory in 13 major cities
with effect from April, 2010,

While sales of Ambassador
taxis were suspended in West
Bengal only in April, 2011, a
year after BS IV norms were
rolled out, the state govern-
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ment allowed HM to sell BS I
taxis in the replacement mar- i
ket for another 12 months, This :
deadline was later extended ey
May 2013.

~ However, since then it was

- unable to sell @ diesel

Ambassadot even to Kolkata’s
taxi segment, which has con-
tributed almost 25 per cent of
the total Ambassador sales last
year. The company recently
launched BS IV compliant
diesel cat, but was awaiting
ARAI approval to hit the mar-
ket.

“With the ARAI certifica-
tion, we will be able to roll out
BS IV cars over the next few
days,” a company official said.

As HM was not allowed to
sell BS TII car in Kolkata's taxi
market for the last couple of
months, sensing the opportu-
nity, Tata Motots recently

The Inchgo taxiis priced at :
¥4.57 lakh, at the same price :
level of BS IV compliant :
Ambassador, which has been
launched but yet to hit the !
market. “Now we will be back
to Kolkata's taxi market in a few
days,” said the HM official.




