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WE HAVE CLEANED THE VELODROME AND 
DEPUTED A NUMBER OF PEOPLE THERE. 

D AV I N D E R  S I N G H  C H E E M A  .  DIRECTOR STUDENTS WELFARE
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LUDHIANA: The department of
eye at Dayanand Medical College
and Hospital has achieved anoth-
er milestone in surgical man-
agement of complex vitreo-reti-
nal diseases by introducing
sutureless vitrectomy on Sunday.

Professor and head of oph-
thalmology, Dr GS Bajwa, said,
"Vitrectomy is amicrosurgical
procedure in which specialised
instruments and techniques are
used to repair retinal disorders,
many of which were previous-
ly considered inoperable."

"Earlier, the procedure was
carried out by making incision
of 1.4mm in the eye wall and vit-
reous was removed with a minia-
ture handheld cutting device.”

“But recently, a diabetic
patient with proliferative dia-
betic retinopathy was operat-
ed using sutureless technique,
which needs a slanted cut and
early recovery and less healing
time." "The patient was dis-
charged and has recovered well."

He said, "After the surgery,

the vitreous in eye is replaced
with a special saline solution
similar to the liquid being
removed from the eye.”

“The vitreous is a thick,
transparent substance that
fills the centre of the eye and
is composed mainly of water
and comprises about two-third
of the eye's volume, giving it
form and shape."

"With age, vitreous gradu-
ally thins and becomes more
liquid. High intensity fiber optic
light source is used to illumi-
nate the inside of the eye while

the surgeon works. The pro-
cedure is performed in an oper-
ating room under local or (occa-
sionally) general anaesthesia,"
said Dr Bajwa.

"This new technique of
Sutureless Vitrectomy will
become popular in the future
and will be of great help to
patients by performing com-
plex vitreo-retinal surgeries
on OPD basis and the patient
can be discharged on the same
day."

He said, "Patients use eye
drops for several weeks or
longer to allow the surface of
the eye to heal.”

Nidhi Bhanot
■ bhanotnidhi28@gmail.com

LUDHIANA: Cycling coaching has
virtually come to a standstill
at the velodrome of Punjab
Agricultural University (PAU)
from the last one week. This
is because snakes can be seen
crawling in the fields, railings
and sewerage pipes in the
Velodrome. This is posing a
danger to the trainees and
coaches.

Not only this, trainees have
stopped coming to the velo-
drome to take training from
the cycling coach, Vicky.

It is a common sight to see
snakes of five to eight feet crawl-
ing in the open in the cycling
stadium. It is learnt that some
trainees also had a narrow escape
from being bitten by snakes.

A trainee on the condition of
anonymity said, " There is wild

growth at the Velodrome from
last few months. The Congress
grass has not been cut.”

“A week ago, I was stand-
ing with my friend against the
railing at the Velodrome and
suddenly, a snake emerged out
from the railing. I was stunned

as I have never seen a snake
with my naked eyes before.”

“I just shouted and ran for
help. I haven't gone for train-
ing from the last one week. I
was lucky to not have bitten
by the snake. I could not sleep
that night out of fear,” he said.

The parent of a trainee rued,
“The authorities concerned
must take care of the 
trainees by upgrading the sta-
dium. If a snake bites a play-
er, who shall be held respon-
sible for it?”

The parents and trainees
rue that the department con-
cerned should timely get the
wild grass trimmed at regu-
lar intervals, besides clean the
sewerage system at the
Velodrome.

It is learnt that the trainees
and coach concerned had com-
plained about the problem to
the District Students Welfare
(DSW), at Punjab Agricultural
University. 

Sources said the authori-
ties had asked the nursery
department of PAU to cut the
grass and clean the sewerage
system for the safety of trainees
and coaches.

Meanwhile, district sports
officer, Punjab sports depart-
ment, Surjit Singh Sandhu said
he would surely look into the
matter.

Snakes ‘scare away’
trainees at Velodrome
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LUDHIANA: "Scoring a century
at Lord's was like turning the
clock back to 1996 when I
missed a century on debut by
just five runs at the hallowed
ground." This was how Rahul
Dravid described fulfilling his
dream at the Lord's cricket
ground in England.

Back home while they are
disappointed with the team,
residents in Ludhiana were
all for celebrating their
favourite cricketers century. 

Dravid has once again
proved to be the unbreakable
wall that supports his team
in times of need. 

Anu Sharma, working with
a private company says, "The
moment he scored a ton I was

out to celebrate his century
with friends and cricket enthu-
siasts on the road. I just loved
the way Dravid played in this
test match." The most con-
sistent player was out on the
crease for the maximum with
an unbeaten 103 runs that
won him lots of praise from
the city residents. 

Ravinder Singh Ahluwalia,
a retired Bank employee, and

a huge fan of Dravid was scep-
tical about the team's per-
formance but was proud of
the cricketer who kept his
cool throughout his innings.

City shopkeeper Raman
Madan was a happy man,
"Dravid has once again proved
that he has no comparisons.
He plays better than all
youngsters who should learn
to be patient at the crease
from him." 

All around the city young-
sters were celebrating the
success of Rahul Dravid The
Punjab Agricultural Campus
was the place where students
were happy, Hemdeep Kaur
a student said, "With my
favourite cricketers century
we have another reason to
celebrate in the campus with
friends."
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LUDHIANA:  The police took out
a flag march in the area falling
under the police station in
Punjab Agricultural University
to keep a check on criminal
activities. 

The march was carried

through Rishi Nagar, Kichlu Nagar,
Haibowal and Khurd areas where
incidents of snatching and theft
had occurred recently.

SHO of Police station PAU
Beant Juneja said that besides
taking out a flag march, the
police also rounded up twelve
suspected persons who were
moving in the area without any

purpose, they were released
after inquiry. 

In a related incident two
unidentified persons attacked
an 80-year-old women in her
house in the Rishi nagar area
on Saturday.

Incidents like these have left
the people of these areas inse-
cure in their homes.

Police take out flag march 

THEFT AT TWO
TEMPLES IN
MANDI
GOBINDGARH
MANDI GOBINDGARH: Two cases
of theft were reported at two
temples at Mandi
Gobindgarh. Local police was
informed about the incident.
According to information
received, the miscreants
entered Sri Baba Lal Dayal
Mandir and Dharamshala
last night and broke open the
donation box kept in the tem-
ple. The temple priest who
was living in the temple with
his family noticed the theft on
Sunday morning.

The police said that they had
taken CCTV footage from cam-
eras installed in the temple,
which will help them identify
the accused. In another inci-
dent, unidentified persons broke
the donation box of Gurdwara
Nanaksar Sahib, Kotla and fled
away with Rs 20,000.

Thick wild growth coupled with unclean sewerage system provides safe haven to reptiles

DSW SAYS
CLEANING WORK
IN PROGRESS
The Director Students
Welfare, Davinder Singh
Cheema said, “We have
cleaned the Velodrome and I
have deputed a number of
people there. But I will cross-
check tomorrow, only then
will I be able to tell whether
the Congress grass has been
cut and the sewerage system
cleaned. We cannot afford to
put the life of trainees and
coaches in danger.”

■ Trainees have stopped coming to the Velodrome due to the impending
danger of snakes. HT PHOTO

Cricket fans celebrate
Dravid’s ton at Lords 

( )
Dravid has once 

again proved that he 
has no comparisons. 

Youngsters should 
learn to be patient at 
the crease from him." 

R A M A N  M A D A N

city shopkeeper

Election awaited to top posts of
Sirhind municipal corporation
FATEHGARH SAHIB: The election
to the post of senior vice-pres-
ident and vice-president of the
Municipal Council, Sirhind-
Fatehgarh Sahib, was not held
even after 11 months of expiry
of these terms.

Sirhind SAD MLA Didar
Singh Bhatti's son Gurbinder
Singh Bhatti was unanimous-

ly elected president of the coun-
cil on July 21, 2008.

At that time, election to the
post of senior vice-president
and vice-president was also
held. 

Sonia of the BJP was elect-
ed senior vice-president and
Balbir Singh elected vice-pres-
ident for one year. However,

after expiry of the term of these
office-bearers, Anju Sharma of
the BJP was elected senior vice-
president and Tarlok Singh
Bajwa as vice-president in
August, 2009. Though the one-
year term of these office-bear-
ers has already expired, elec-
tion has still not been held even
after 11 months. HTC

■ Off to a start

■ A car rally being flagged off in Ludhiana on Sunday. HT PHOTO

Sutureless vitrectomy, a 
breakthrough in eye surgery 

VITRECTOMY
Vitrectomy is amicrosurgical
procedure in which 
specialised instruments are
used to repair retinal disor-
ders. Vitreous is a thick,
transparent substance that
fills the centre of the eye and
is composed of water and
comprises about two-third of
the eye's volume, giving it
form and shape.

(
After the surgery, 
the vitreous in eye 

is replaced with a special
saline solution similar 

to the liquid being 
removed from the eye.

D R  G S  B A J WA

head of ophthalmology, DMCH

LUDHIANA: The anti-corruption
council of India secretary gen-
eral Dr Shiv Gupta, vice chair-
man BK Rampal and advocates
Sushil Malhotra have welcomed
the central cabinet's approval for
50% reservation for women can-
didates in the panchayats. This
move will benefit 14 lakh women.

The council has also appealed
to the central government to fix
minimum educational criteria
for eligibility of the candidates
so that illiterate persons are not
able to become panchayat mem-
bers and sarpanch of villages. 

The council also demands
that middle examinations for
members of panchayat and
matriculation for the sarpanchs
election must be fixed.

Dr Shiv Gupta stated that at
present most of the women pan-
chayat members are illiterate.
They have no knowledge of any

government rule, how to get
grants and how to effectively
use them. Their husbands manip-
ulate the grants and work as
panchayat member in their place. 

The anti corruption cell also
demanded that the central gov-
ernment should also issue noti-
fication for implementations of
50% reservation to women can-
didates in zila parishads, munic-
ipal panchayats, councils and
municipal corporations as this
will strengthen the democrat-
ic system in India. HTC

COUNCIL HAS ALSO
APPEALED TO CENTRE
TO FIX MINIMUM 
EDUCATIONAL CRITERIA
FOR ELIGIBILITY OF 
THE CANDIDATES 
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CHANDIGARH: "Welcome every-
body. Let's celebrate this evening
as a community. Lets dance
together," said Mara Losh an
exponent of contemporary dance
from Austria at a function host-

ed at Ryan International School,
Chandigarh, on Saturday.

The school hosted a play on
One World, where 3,000 chil-
dren from Chandigarh and Patiala
participated.

Artistes from Finland,
Switzerland, Slovenia, India,
Austria, Sri Lanka, Germany,

United Kingdom, Jordan, Turkey,
Ukraine, Lithuania, Latvia,
Vietnam and USA trained these
students.

All met to present their ideas,
dreams, and hopes for future;
language being their action,
dance, and music; helped stu-
dents present an ecstatic per-

formance. 
Managing director Ryan

Foundation Madam Grace Pinto
said, "Chandigarh is a beauti-
ful city and students here are
extremely talented. We look for-
ward to provide a platform to
their artistic abilities."

International Children Festival

of Performing Arts (ICFPA) col-
laborated with cultural trainers
hailing from different countries.
These trainers further worked
with these children and trained
them in contemporary and tra-
ditional dance forms of their own
countries. A large number of
people attended the event.

Students enthrall with dance
forms at Ryan school

■ Students performing at Ryan International School in Chandigarh. KESHAV SINGH/HT
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CHANDIGARH: The 18th edition
of the All India JP Atray
Memorial cricket tournament
will be organised under the
aegis of Punjab Cricket
Association (PCA) from
September 15 to 25. 

A total of sixteen teams are par-
ticipating in the tournament. These
include last year winners ONGC
and runners-up Air India; two
teams of PCA; Mumbai Cricket
Association; Baroda Cricket
Association; Madhya Pradesh
Cricket Association; Himachal
Pradesh Cricket Association; India
Cements, Chennai; Indian Oil
Corporation, Mumbai; Indian
Railway; and BPCL. 

The event will be organised at

the following venues: Tau Devi
Lal Cricket Stadium, Panchkula;
PCA Stadium, SAS Nagar; Sector
16 cricket stadium; DAV School-
8; LIC Cricket Academy-26;
Government Model High School-
26; St John School-26; and Dhruv
Pandove Cricket Stadium, Patiala. 

The tournament will be played
on league-cum-knock out basis,
and the participating teams will
be divided into four pools. The
top team from each pool will qual-
ify for the semifinals. The final
will be played at the PCA Stadium
on September 25.  All the match-
es will be of 50 overs each innings.
The PCA panel umpires and scor-
ers will oversee the matches. 

This year, the winner team
will be awarded with the prize
money of R2 lakh against last
year's R1.75 lakh. 

JP Atray cricket 
tourney from Sept 15
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CHANDIGARH: The Academy of
Golf at Chandigarh Golf 
Club will conduct its first 
Junior Golf Coaching
Programme from August 6 to
September 4. 

The programme will be con-
ducted on every Saturday and
Sunday between 3:30pm-

4:30pm by Ajay Gujral. 
Children between 6-18 years

will be taught all aspects of
golf, including chipping, put-
ting, sand play, hitting, during
these ten days. 

The club members as well
as non-members are welcome
to enroll. 

For registration, one can
contact Ajay Gujral at the
Academy of Golf or 9814356013.

Junior golf coaching 
programme from Aug 6

THREE SCHOOLS
INSPECTED
CHANDIGARH: Commissioner
Municipal Corporation
Prerna Puri along with addi-
tional commissioner-1 Sunil
Bhatia, and other staff mem-
bers from the MC inspected
three primary schools here
on Saturday. The schools —
Government Primary
School, Sector 41, Primary
School, Sector 12, and
Primary School, Sector 26,
(Bapu Dham), Chandigarh,
were inspected. HTC
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Move to reserve 50%
seats in panchayats
for women lauded


