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| that gives it the essential off-road ability. Another
§ small yet good feature on the Outlander comes in the
| form of the paddle shifters for its CV'T.

VERDICT:

§ Looking at the X1 and Outlander overall, there is only

one thing that puts the two cars so close to each other
and that is their outright performances. However,
everything else is a world apart. While the X1 is a
| classy European, the Outlander is an aggressive Jap.
| The X1 boasts of high safety while the Outlander
concentrates on being an SUV. The X1 is a pain to
drive with its stiff character while the Outlander feels
easy and comfortable. BMW delivers excellent
handling at high speeds while the Outlander feels
| hesitant in doing so. X1 is more of an estate while
Outlander stands as a tall and strong off-roader. So
what’s the verdict then? Of course, if you want a
BMW badge on your car and that too at just Rs 27.8
lakh, while compromising on space and comfort and
if you don’t care much about taking the dusty path,
then X1 is for you. If you are more of the SUV guy
with serious interests in off-roading, then the
Mitsubishi has to be your pick. And of course, don’t
forget that it’s almost Rs 4 lakhs cheaper than its
German nemesis! &z

GASHA’S

PERSPECTIVE

OUTLANDISH, OR MAYBE NOT

It’s a known fact that SUVs have a bigger and

better road presence than a puny hatch or a

long-legged sedan. Also, the tall-boy design

lends better visibility on road and thus boosts the confidence
of the species that we call ‘ short women’. But who are we
kidding, we all know how women love to look down at the
world and an SUV is the apt machine for that. Looking at the
cars under the radar, both X1 and Outlander offer a stable
ride, each with their characteristic attributes. While X1 being
a typical Beemer is on the stiffer side (with its suspension and
heavy steering), the Outlander feels soft. The stiffness shows
when one has to struggle with the steering wheel in order to
make it obey the driver’s commands (after doing which | have
bigger biceps now). A bane on city roads, but a boon on
highways. And quite contrary to it, the Outlander’s softness
makes it a pleasure to drive in and around city. The privilege
of being a proud owner of the latest offering from the German
auto giant, that too at such a humble price tag, gives the X1
an edge over its rivals. Impeccable looks, quality and most
importantly the brand value makes it the most obvious choice.
Run-flats are a life saver for a woman driving alone and having
an unfortunate encounter with a flat tyre in the wee hours,
but a spare wheel is always welcome. The X1’s cabin has a
rich feel to every knob and handle, something which the
Outlander fails to keep up with. Bottom-line, X1 is shorter
than the Outlander, a bit of a rock to move in traffic, but is a
jewel in a woman’s kitty, her pride and her neighbour’s envy.

MAY 2N11




