Publication — The Telegraph
Headline — Style set, Akhilesh gears for challenges

Date —10.04.12 Page -5

1

Given aged & tainted team, young chief minister charts road map to deliver on poll promises

Style set, Akhilesh gears for challenges

TAPAS CHAKRABORTY

Lucknow, April 8: Some
things have been easy for
Akhilesh Yackw.

When he stepped into his
chief minister's bungalow
March 25, ten days after being
sworn in, the first thing he did
was walk up to the security
guards and strike up a conver-
sation.

The gesture, unthinkable
during his predecessor’s time,
went down very well.

Also popular has been his
decision to allow traffic on
Kalidas Marg, the 200m av-
enue that houses his and two
other ministers’ residences
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But the 88-year-old Akhi-
lesh knows that the “winds of
change” he has promised will
not be such a breeze as these
style statements.

Some of the challenges he
faces, ironically, stem from the
legacy that has lifted him to
the hot seat.

Akhilesh has inherited not
only his chair from father Mu-
layam Singh Yadav but also
the former chief minister's
team of ministers, whose fail-
ures during the Samajwadi
Party’s previous stint in
power had led to its electoral
rout in 2007,

Many of these ministers
are twice his age and are said
to be mare loyal to mefalhli'
than the son.

“With Mulayam Singh
Yadav around, 1 was a com-
rade in arms. 1 had an emo-
tlonal bond with him,” sports
and youth welfare minister
Kameswar Upadhyay who at
79 is the oldest member in
Akhilesh’s cabinet, told The
Telegraph.

But he added: “A genera-
tional shift has made young
Akhilesh my new leader. The
age gap between us will ‘Im

create any disconmect
him. T will walt for nstruetio-
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on for Danw:nlic Reforms: it
says that at least 12 of Akhile-
sh's ministers face criminal
cases, some relating to muorder

and

Among the tainted is
Baghuraj Pratap Singh aka
Raja Bhalya, a don-turned-
politician wha is now prisons
minister after having been In
and out of prisons himsell
these past 10 years in connee-
tion with more than a dozen
cagses.

Forced to pick Raja Bha-
lya, apparently against his
wishes, Akhilesh has weakly
attributed the cases t
him to a political “vendetta™
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hmtnﬂ:nlwradvme his

secretariat by  10.10am,
dressed in white kurta-pyja-
mas and a black waistcoat, to
discuss the road map for the
state's development and im-
plementation of the projects
pledged in the Samajwadi poll
manifesto.

He knows that a key test
would be his ability to raise
the resources for the big prom-
fses such as thre Rs 1,000
monlllh' dole
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parts and electric fans,

He also wants to provide a
“healing touch™ to Muslims —
an important vote bank — by
releasing a few blast accused
who media reports say were
tortured by police despite the
absence of evidence against
them.

Has Akhilesh begun deliv-
ering? “Not yet,” says senior

The new chiel m!.njster
has constituted hi

brains trust. Its members in-
clude chief secretary Javed

Usmani, state p] 2 boand
deputy chairman N.C. Vajpay-
ee, principal

secretary (law)
N, Khan and protocol minds-
ter Abhishek Misra, a former

Ahnwdahmipm&uo and
PhD from Cambridge Univer-
sity.

Akhflesh says a change
will be perceptible in gover-
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“People were dismissive
about me in 2010 when I took
over as state (Samajwadl)
president but now they find
me acceptable. 1 shall prove [
can deliver here (in gover-
nance) too," he has told jour-
nalists.

The new chiel minister,
however, has already begun
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two daughters, aged 11 and 7,
and five-year-old son,
On other days, he isat the

days has come about in

and the fre tublets
and laptops for high school
and Plus 1] students.

Tasks in hand

For now, Akhilesh is focusing
on handing people what gov-
ernment sources describe as
"small relief, such as reduc-
tion of taxes on wheat, rice,
pulses and other foodstuff
a5 well as'hi )

meant for dredging sile. He Ims
also projected himsell as
tough !aaﬂerhys’uspmm.u
Samajwadi officials for anti-
party activities.

A senior Samajwadi leader
said: "Akhilesh i< on the right
track. He should not be under-
estimated. He first lays down
the rules of the game and then
warks by those rules. He is ot
afiad to




