MITSUBISHI EVO X

FROM A STREET REBEL TO THE THINKING
MAN’S TARMAC WEAPON, THE EVO HAS

MITSUBISHI IN INDIA
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specs they have given their newest toy -
atwo-litre engine that develops 290
legalhorses, 3#8%kgm of torque at 3500
Ipm ll-wheel drive, a twin-

ox thatis more intelligent
than most men, active centre differential,
anelectronic nanny who answers by the
name of SAWC (Super All Wheel
Control) and alot of more abbreviations
and the like,

Getinside, twist the starter motor and
yourealise that PlayStation isjust a
game. And more importantly, the Evo Xis
nota game - itis a serious weapon made
by serious people who have been forced
to smile at PR shoots.

Though called the X, this Evo s the

_  two pages dedicated to
the developers of the car— Ryugo
Nakao and Hideyuki Iwata. Allis
welland the two are smiling at the
camerq, standing on either side of their
finest creation. Thenyou notice one thing
~the smiles. Both of them are beaming
asifthey were told to. Heck, it looks like .. y
instead of a Canon or a Nikon, there was
aguy pointing an AK-47 at them and
wearing a placard that said ‘SMILE.
Nakao and Iwata are, inall
probability, very serious people. Only
very serious people can develop
something as phenomenal as the
Mitsubishi LancerX. Just check out the

X. he
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COME A LONG WAY. WE TEST THE NEWEST Y
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sixteenth in the line of
rice-rocket variants that
give goose bumps to
everyone who sees one,
letalone drives one. The
theme is simple - they all
looklike sedans that quit S
school and took to substance
abuse, only to grow spoilers and
large auxiliary lamps. My favourite
isthe most outlandish one, the 1998
edition Evo V complete with dinner-plate
driving lamps. Iremember spendinga
considerable amount of time next to
the Tommi Makinen edition Evo VI at
the Tokyo Motor Show in 2000, too.
Since then, the Evos started becoming













