Aim to
PLEASE

The Mitsubishi
Outlander is big
outside and
clever inside,
and priced to
put the Honda
CR-V on uneasy
footing

Ouseph Chacko
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At 4,640 mm, it is longer than the CR-V
too. But its real advantage is the 50 mm

passenger room. Overall, it's a pleasing
shape,desgned to appeaitosveryone
Outlanders cabin is a well
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some really clever touches. For example,
you can open the lower part of the split
tailgate to easily load heavy luggage.

INTERIORS
‘The Outlander is powered by a 2.4litre
peolanginé putong ot 170 3. Under
normal conditions, power s sent to the
front wheels via a six-step continuously
variable transmission (no manual gear
box on offer). You can shift to four-wheel
drive via a switch near the gearlever; but
s system’s rick is the lockable centre
differential (it ensures that equal power
is sent o the front and rear axles), which
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low speeds and when cruising, the en;
remains hushed. But that's short lived:
accelerate hard and, past 4,000 rpm, it
gets noisy and thrashy. Despite its 170
bhp, it doesn’t feel very quick in a
straight line either. But that's only when
you go flat-out.

seate lideback and forth by 80 mm 0

S._ Thelndian Oudandet s only

__available as a five seater. This
o ot e

\ Akshaped boot with

Inmost situations, this engine has
enough power to make overtaking easy:
Use the paddleshifts to get even more
overtaking power:
The Outlander uses an aluminium roof
‘panel, which reduces that top-heavy
ing you get in SUVs and also im
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ry good. Low speed ride
is absorbent, with a slight hint of stiff-
ness over sharp bumps. At higher speeds,
the ride is g vou don't get thrown
about, the springs and the tyres absorb-
ing most shocks.
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lakh, it's aimed square at the CR-V and
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